Cooleman Ridge Park-Care Group Committee

Thursday 6th April, 2017, 6.30 pm

Minutes

1.
Present: Linda Spinaze, Doug Tinney, Arminel Ryan, Alan Ford, Lena Fleming, Rohan Thomas, Rob Lundie.


Apologies: Jenny Horsfield
2.1
Concern regarding the lack of care taken by ACT Roads in re-aligning the Cut-Drain along the southern edge of Mt Arawang. eg. no bitumen cover on the uphill side of the road, and no steps up from the Kambah access gate.  (Alan)


Action: Linda to bring these matters to the attention of Richard
2.2
The Northern National Park proposal.  This is a proposal to combine many of the northern nature parks into one National Park. Alan thinks that it would reduce funds for weeding in the southern parks. A meeting was held on 27th March. (email 27/3/17). The Committee expressed its opposition to the proposal. It noted that the next step will be for the Reference Group to make a report to the Minister who would then decide whether or not the proposal would proceed further.

Action: The Committeee to monitor progress on this proposal
2.3
E-mountain-bikes. It was accepted that these bikes will probably be introduced into the ACT but that their impact upon the Ridge was likely to be minimal. This was because of their heaviness and thus the difficulty in getting them up onto the Ridge; and also because the Ridge is not a normal commuter route.

Action: Monitor the situation as it develops
2.4
Weeding - should we do more weeding on the upper slopes of Mt Arawang during our regular visits to GAS?  A good idea, but climbing the hill is tiring.


Action: Gradually work on this area as we weed above Lincoln Place
2.5
Map with our local land-marks on it, including corrections to the northern tracks.  Linda has been trying to contact Philip Selmes to make a proper map, but with no success. The draft map was distributed and Committee noted the good work done by Linda so far.

Action: Linda to continue trying to contact Philip Selmes
2.6
Rob has suggested that we join with other groups to have "common weeding times".  This would strengthen our bonds with other local groups, as well as sharing successful weeding methods.  However, finding times suitable to all groups might be hard. 
Action: Other groups' weeding working parties to be advertised in our Newsletter when possible
2.7
Suggestion to Parks and Con that they hold Weeding Information days, preferably with some presentations from the Weeds Officer or from other groups who have found certain weeding methods useful (Linda). Additionally, it was suggested a ranger could come at the beginning of our monthly working party to discuss which weeds would be best to tackle by which methods.

Action: Linda to contact Philip Selmes about both proposals
2.8
Parkcare seat - Linda awaiting a meeting with Richard to decide exactly where to place. The seat will be located under the large red box near the panorama board. Rob expressed concern that the view across the valley from the seat would not be hampered by the cairn of rocks on the other side of the trail. He explained his understanding of the history of the cairn (started in memory of a walker's wife) and that it does not appear to be getting bigger, and so may not pose a problem.

Action: Linda to meet with Richard and report on progress
2.9
Rob has suggested that we re-name our weeding areas.  He doesn't find GAN, GAC and GAS user-friendly.  Possibly use the name of where we meet? Arminel outlined the history behind the current naming of the weeding areas. It was agreed to name the weeding areas after their entry points to the Ridge. Thus, the areas will be known as Kathner St, Chauvel Circle, Darrell Place, Lincoln Place, Arawang and Cooleman Trig. Further details will be given to provide more specific directions as needed, eg Arawang via the horse paddocks on Namatjira Drive.

Action: Rob to reflect these changes in the Newsletter
2.10
First-aid kits.  We have 2.  Procedure for use?  Who to carry?  Or keep in car? Are they useful?  Or should we all have 1-2 long crepe bandages in our bags? (this will cover snake bites and rolled ankles). It was agreed that ideally every working party on the Ridge should have one volunteer with a first aid certificate and that that person should be responsible for the first aid kit. It was noted that Parks will pay for Group members to attend a first aid course.
Action: All Group members working on the Ridge to be encouraged to obtain first aid qualifications and to contact Linda if they wish to do so. Lena interested in doing the course when it is offered
3.  
Other business

Horses and Gates: it was noted that there was evidence of horses in areas where gates have not been closed (above the Old Dam and near the small reservoir).
Action: Linda to follow up to ensure that the gates are closed at all times
Walk Brochure: still being worked on and awaiting consultation with the relevant authority.
Action: Continue with attempts to contact the relevant person

Newsletter distribution: Rob expressed a desire to increase accessibility of the Newsletter on the Ridge.

Action: Rob to investigate plastic holders containing the Newsletter to be tied to fences/gates etc at various entrances to the Ridge

Meeting closed 8.20 pm with thanks to Linda and Roger for their hospitality.
