Cooleman Ridge Park Care Group

President’s Report

AGM.  15th October 2017

Another successful year has been enjoyed by the Cooleman Ridge ParkCare Group.(CRPCG).

Removal of Invasive Plants

Our key activities have been our monthly weeding working-bees, our Friday morning weeding group and important individual contributions.

a)
The monthly working-bees rotate around different areas of the ridge, targetting the usual suspects of blackberries, african lovegrass, woody weeds, verbascum, phalaris, St Johns Wort, briar roses and wild sage.  The occasional serrated tussock is seen, but thankfully it is not a common sight. Our decision to add an extra weeding area above Lincoln Place is working well, and gives us some continuity to reduce the seed spread.

b)
Our Friday group has continued to reduce the weedy growth on Fencepost Hill and around the dam at the Kathner street entrance. There is concern regarding a patch of thick sapling regrowth of eucalypts in one area, which, if left untreated, may cause a fire-hazard to nearby houses and also shade out the native forbs.

c)
A  few enthusiastic members individually spend part of their week disposing of weeds as they take their daily constitutional. For example, a huge clump of pampas grass was removed earlier this year by Arminel and Pat, and Graham worked like a trojan to remove a very persistent blackberry bush above Niblo Place.

Other activities during the year have been:

1. Green Army assistance

During the 2016-2017 year, the group has been assisted by 5 groups of young Green Army workers.  These groups have spent a day each time providing some much-appreciated person-power in dealing with our weeds.  These groups worked on areas near Kathner St, One-tree Hill, Sentry-box Hill and above Guinness Place.  All these areas look considerably better after all this effort.

2. Newsletter distribution

During this year we have provided hard copies of the monthly newsletter to walkers of the ridge.  These copies have been placed in folders, and attached to gates at 10 sites on the ridge.  Most of the copies have been taken, and presumably read, by people who use the ridge for recreation. We have had 2 new members join our group because of this outreach, so we intend continuing what appears to be a useful communication channel.  However, the folders are not sturdy enough to cope with the weather, and a new receptacle needs to be devised.

Much of this sterling effort is by our secretary and newsletter editor, Rob Lundie, (with Arminel's assistance at times).  He continues to send electronic copies of the monthly newsletter to our many members and friends. 

3. Website

Rohan continues to update our website, including the posting of the newsletter every month, and adding any new species to our species list.

He has also enhanced the site so that exotic and native species can be listed separately.

We have recently received a list of bird-sightings on the Ridge over the past 13 years from a local ornitholigist, and these will be added to the list soon.

4. Parks and Conservation

Parks and Conservation rangers and administration staff have continued their active and welcome support for our group. This has included:

· a beautiful new bench which has been placed on the Centennial trail, and has fabulous views over the Murrumbidge Valley to the Brindabellas

· $12,000 worth of spraying of blackberry and other weeds over the year,

· providing glyphosate, rigger's gloves, compression bandages, First Aid kit, 2 weeder belts

· weeding information seminar/workshop

5.  Pamphlets.

Our Kathner Street Nature trail pamphlet is still in the process of being editted. Arminel and Doug have spent many hours on it, and now Richard, our ranger, has taken it in hand and hopes to have it published before the end of the year.

Copies of our other pamphlet, the Chapman Primary School Nature trail, have been discovered in the Stromlo Depot. The CRPCG had run out of copies of this publication years ago, and the distribution boxes on the ridge have been empty and neglected in that time.  Now we know there are 1400 copies, which are possibly out-of-date.  A decision needs to be made whether or not we promote and distribute these copies.

6. New map of the ridge.

At the last AGM, I flagged that we needed a new map of the area for our website and for us to use amongst ourselves. It is currently under-way, and I hope to have it finalised by the end of the year. Thank you to those who suggested names for geographical locations on the ridge.


7.
Water-watch, Veg-watch and Frog-watch

Pat Ryan continues to perform monthly Water-watch readings from our 2 dams. This is a valuable contribution to our national water-health, and is greatly appreciated. 

Arminel and Linda conducted a Veg-watch monitor in November 2016 at the 2 sites in the southern area of the ridge.  They also attended a meeting in September 2017 regarding the future of Veg-watch. It appears that the data will now be centrally located and accessible and copies sent to us in a format that will hopefully be meaningful. In light of this, future Veg-watch monitoring will be carried out, however we may decide to change the location of the monitored sites in 2018.

The ACT Frog-watch team offered to include our members in the recent survey, but our members did not feel that they had the expertise or time to be involved.

8. Exotic species on the ridge.

During the year members found at least 2 Australian native species which were deemed to be “not local to this area”.  These included the Grevillea juniperina and the Acacia podalyriifolia. The question raised was “do we kill or cultivate”. The proposal is to keep these species for the time being, since they provide habitat for woodland birds and are preferable to some exotic species, but if they seem to be prolific seeders, we would need to eradicate them.

9. Weed Mapping.

Some of us have been using our smart phones to map the exact location of weeds, particularly blackberries. This information can be sent immdiately and directly to the ArcGIS website.  This enables the rangers and the weeding contractors to locate the weeds quickly and accurately, rather than waste time wandering around looking for an appropriate weed. The information is also vital in applying for funding for spraying programs. https://actgov.maps.arcgis.com/
10. Library.

One cold and rainy Friday morning was spent at my house, with Arminel and Jenny, sorting through a large tub of archives and books.  We threw out some material, gave some books to Lifeline, and plan to distribute some books to our active members.  We kept anything which was specifically relevant to Cooleman Ridge, including some photographs of common species which had been used for ID purposes for new members. They were water-damaged and have been placed in new albums.

Arminel reports that she also has a lot of material left-over from her time as President, which needs sorting.

 Summary.

I believe all the members of the CRPCG are pleased that we have significantly reduced the weeds on the ridge with our consistent efforts over the years. 

Last year we celebrated a wet spring as we enjoyed the huge displays of diuris, wurmbea, microseris and bulbine lilies.  This year is quite different, with many of those species struggling with the extremely dry winter/spring.  The bonus is that the weeds are also struggling, and the wild oats are (not  yet) a metre high.  Unfortunately the St John's Wort seems to enjoy any weather, and the wild sage seems to becoming a more persistent problem.

My thanks to all the committee (Doug, Rob, Alan, Arminel, Jenny and Lena) and to our many members who contribute, for a productive and enjoyable year. Special mention should be made of Gösta, who is not our youngest member, and who is still riding his e-bike and actively weeding when he's not overseas! 

I look forward to a similar successful year in 2017-2018.

Linda Spinaze

Convenor

